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Brussels, July 2008

Dear Sir, Dear Madam,

The Sparks Programme is an initiative that enables local authorities in the UK and EU member states to collaborate as they seek to resolve issues concerning cross-border traffic enforcement. We strongly advocate that the issue of cross-border enforcement of traffic offences is addressed at the European level and we have been committed stakeholders since the start of the deliberations on the proposed Directive on cross-border enforcement in the field of road safety. 
Following the publication of the proposed Directive in March, we wish to outline the SPARKS Programme’s concerns with the scope and enforcement mechanism laid out in the proposal.

The SPARKS Programme’s key concerns are:

(1) that limiting the scope of the proposed directive only to drink driving, speeding, non-use of seat belts and ignoring a red traffic light, fails to address the wider issue of unfair and unequal treatment of drivers, and 
(2) that the proposed directive only addresses the issue of data exchange, leaving penalty enforcement itself reliant upon Council Framework decision 2005/214/JHA, known as the financial penalties framework decision, which only applies to criminal offences and is not adequate for civil or administrative penalties
Hence, the SPARKS Programme calls on decision makers to expand the scope of the proposed Directive to include:

· Non-payment of road-user charges
· Non-payment for use of, or non-respect of, environmental zones

· Parking offences 

· Bus and tram lane offences, and

· Moving traffic offences

· Any other road safety offences.

Furthermore, we are requesting that an Article 5(a)(b)(c) be added to allow for the enforcement of a penalty for which the Council Framework Decision 2005/214/JHA cannot be used. 
Finally, it is critical that a review clause be inserted into the text to require the Commission to assess the implementation of the Directive and to provide for the opportunity to expand the scope of the legislation.  This review should occur within two years of entry into force.
Thank you for taking the time to carefully consider our concerns and proposals. We will follow-up this letter but in the meantime, if you should require any further information or would like to meet us, please do not hesitate to contact us. 

Yours faithfully,
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Nick Lester

Chair of the SPARKS Steering Group

c/o London Councils

Transport, Environment, and Planning

59½ Southwark Street

London

SE1 0AL
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